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ABSTRACT

This article explores the profound impact of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's philosophy on social justice, highlighting
his pivotal role as a transformative figure in Indian society. Ambedkar's unwavering advocacy for the rights
and dignity of marginalized communities, particularly Dalits, echoes through his diverse contributions as
a key figure in shaping the Indian Constitution. His vision encompassed principles of equality, liberty, and
fraternity, challenging entrenched social norms and promoting affirmative action policies to address
historical injustices. By conducting a thorough examination of Ambedkar's writings, constitutional
interventions, and social reform initiatives, this article sheds light on his lasting legacy as a champion of
inclusivity and equality in India’s pursuit of social justice.
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar is renowned as a key figure in crafting the Indian Constitution and advocating
for a modernizing state that protects equal citizenship and secularism. He is widely recognized as
a leading political figure of the 20th century, particularly for his advocacy on behalf of India's
marginalized Dalit communities, formerly known as untouchables. In this capacity, he has faced
both praise and criticism for his efforts to secure separate political representation for Dalits,
implement affirmative action policies in education and government employment, and foster a
distinct Dalit identity, including advocating for conversion to Buddhism. Ambedkar was a
multifaceted individual, excelling as a teacher, educationist, lawyer, economist, anthropologist,
sociologist, author, orator, politician, trade union leader, preacher, and, above all, a social
revolutionary. His work significantly enhanced the dignity of the so-called untouchables, a feat
that previous social and religious reformers had struggled to achieve for centuries.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar penned impactful works like "Who Were the Shudras?" (1946) and "The
Untouchables™ (1948), offering pioneering insights into the social standing and circumstances of
the Shudras and untouchables in India. These writings stirred considerable discussion and
disagreement upon release. Ambedkar's literature championed human dignity, liberty, equality,
and fraternity, stressing the necessity of legal safeguards to uphold these ideals. Through his
scholarly endeavors, Ambedkar aimed to illuminate the plight of marginalized communities in
India and advocate for social justice and inclusivity.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

The fundamental objective of a well-structured society or state is to establish and uphold justice
within its boundaries. However, the notion of justice isn't always straightforward to articulate. It
can be elucidated through various perspectives that guide us toward a better comprehension of its
general idea. Justice is closely linked with wisdom, benevolence, and virtue, and thinkers
throughout history have offered diverse explanations and praises for it.

For instance, Cicero argued that justice is an inherent good, emphasizing its intrinsic value. The
Pythagoreans' doctrine highlighted the notion that every citizen should be allocated a specific place
within a just social order. Plato viewed justice as the virtue essential for societal harmony, stating
that it is good because it is indispensable. According to him, justice is not only a characteristic of
individuals but also of an entire city.

Ambedkar's concept of social justice centers on ensuring equal social opportunities for all
individuals to cultivate their identities, grounded in principles of equality and societal rights. As
the primary architect of India's constitution, he ensured its foundation was firmly based on the
values of Justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, and human dignity. Social justice is viewed as
integral to upholding moral values and individual dignity. Ambedkar stresses the importance of
addressing social, political, and economic injustices, as enshrined in the Indian constitution.
Within India's caste-stratified society, social justice aims to dismantle barriers of exclusivity and
inequality, fostering equal opportunities across social, economic, and political realms.

Two main perspectives on social justice are outlined: one emphasizing merit and deservingness,
which promotes equality of opportunity and an open society, and the other prioritizing needs and
equality, with the goal of ensuring material equality among individuals. However, despite decades
passing since independence, the persistence of social injustice, particularly stemming from the
caste system and societal structure, has impeded the realization of social justice in India.
Historically marginalized groups such as Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and women have
faced barriers to education and opportunities for progress. Social justice is viewed as compensatory
justice to address these longstanding disadvantages and integrate marginalized communities into
the national mainstream. Neglecting to provide opportunities for these overlooked talents can
result in social imbalance and unrest, weakening the rule of law.

Social justice is a multifaceted concept that has been interpreted differently by scholars in various
fields such as law, philosophy, and political science. It encompasses the rights of vulnerable and
marginalized groups including the weak, aged, destitute, poor, women, children, and other
underprivileged individuals. In essence, it represents the pursuit of fairness and equality in society,
ensuring that all members have access to opportunities and resources regardless of their social or
economic status.
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John Rawls proposed that social justice entails distributing all social primary goods—such as
liberty, opportunity, income, wealth, and the basis of self-respect—equally among individuals,
unless an unequal distribution benefits the least advantaged. Rawls stressed the importance of
ensuring a fair distribution of these goods to all members of society. Additionally, he introduced
the concept that unequal distribution may be acceptable if it serves to improve the circumstances
of the least advantaged individuals. This idea aligns with the principles of the Constitution of India,
which aims to address historical inequalities and uplift marginalized groups through affirmative
action measures.

The Supreme Court has elucidated the concept of social justice as embodying the ideals of justice,
liberty, equality, and fraternity, which are paramount in establishing an egalitarian social,
economic, and political democracy. Social justice, equality, and the dignity of individuals are
fundamental tenets of social democracy. The Constitution of India incorporates the concept of
social justice, comprising diverse principles crucial for the orderly growth and development of
every citizen's personality.

AMBEDKAR'S PERSPECTIVE ON SOCIAL JUSTICE

Dr. Ambedkar eloquently articulates social justice as the embodiment of equality, liberty, and
fraternity among all individuals. Its noble aim is to eradicate disparities arising from caste, race,
gender, power dynamics, social status, and wealth, thereby ensuring an equitable distribution of
social, political, and economic resources within society. Ambedkar astutely identifies the
entrenched caste system in Hindu society as the primary culprit behind social injustice against
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. He passionately argues that the caste system, acting as
insular entities, perpetuates discrimination and the abhorrent practice of untouchability, with
religion and Brahmanism serving as potent enforcers. Ambedkar fervently asserts that genuine
democracy encompasses not only political democracy but also social and economic democracy.
He underscores the imperative of realizing economic and social equality in India to imbue political
democracy with true meaning and efficacy.

AMBEDKAR’S MODEL OF DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM

The Socialist International defines socialism as an international movement that does not prescribe
a rigid uniformity in its approach. Whether drawing from Marxist analysis or other societal
perspectives, and whether motivated by religious or humanitarian principles, socialists share a
common objective: the establishment of a system promoting social justice, improved living
conditions, freedom, and global peace. Democratic socialism, as emphasized in this statement,
embraces diversity in approaches to social reconstruction. It advocates for a plurality of sources of
inspiration and methods to bring about desired social changes, highlighting the importance of
inclusivity and flexibility within the socialist movement.
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As chairman of the All India Scheduled Castes Federation, Ambedkar submitted proposals to the
Constituent Assembly of India, advocating for the safeguarding of the interests of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes through the reorganization of the Indian economy along the lines of
state socialism, also termed democratic socialism. Ambedkar's recommendations included state
ownership and operation of key industries, a state monopoly on the insurance industry, agriculture
as a state industry, and collective farming. He proposed implementing this scheme within ten years
of the Constitution's commencement. Ambedkar believed that while the private sector might lead
to rapid industrialization, it would result in inequalities similar to those in Western capitalist
societies. Ambedkar supported government oversight of the economy to boost productivity and
ensure fair wealth distribution, while still allowing room for private enterprise.

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND THE CONSTITUTION

The Indian Constitution is imbued with the notion of social justice, reflecting the vision of its
creators for a transformative social, economic, and political structure. Social justice is regarded as
the essence of this constitutional framework, often hailed as a remarkable feat of societal
reconfiguration. While the Constitution itself doesn't offer a precise definition of social justice, it
is perceived as a dynamic concept that adapts to changing times and contexts. It encompasses the
challenges, disparities, and dreams of the populace, along with their shared endeavors and
sacrifices for advancement and fairness.

The Constitution of India heralds a revival of the concept of social justice by integrating it into the
preamble, fundamental rights, and directive principles of state policy. This integration, termed as
"the core of the commitments to the social revolution,” serves as the moral compass of the
Constitution. The preamble of the Indian Constitution serves as a reflection of social justice,
offering social, economic, and political justice to the citizens of a sovereign, socialist, secular,
demaocratic republic.

Before the Constituent Assembly began its full-fledged work, Dr. Ambedkar submitted a
memorandum titled "States and Minorities: What are their Rights and How to Secure them in the
Constitution of Free India?" on March 15, 1947. This memorandum underscored the significance
of social justice for minorities in an independent India. While the memorandum was not formally
acknowledged due to its scholarly nature, it demonstrated Dr. Ambedkar's dedication to
safeguarding the rights of minorities and vulnerable segments of society. Furthermore, Dr.
Ambedkar chaired the session for drafting the preamble of the Constitution, which was ultimately
approved by the Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1947, following extensive deliberations.

Part I11 of the Indian Constitution, which outlines fundamental rights, is intricately intertwined
with the concept of social justice. These fundamental rights play a pivotal role in fostering societal
transformation and reconstruction by advocating for equality among all citizens. They prohibit
discrimination based on various factors such as caste, religion, gender, creed, or place of birth.

129

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ADVANCEMENT IN SOCIAL SCIENCE AND HUMANITY



http://www.ijassh.org/

International Journal of Advancement in Social Science and Humanity www.ijassh.org

(IJASSH) 2016, Vol. No. 1, Jan-Jun e-ISSN: 2455-5150 | p-ISSN: 2455-7722

Moreover, fundamental rights eradicate untouchability and impose legal penalties for its practice.
Additionally, they outlaw human trafficking and forced labor, thereby safeguarding the dignity
and liberty of individuals. Furthermore, the Indian Constitution empowers states to enact special
provisions aimed at the advancement of socially and educationally backward classes, as well as
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. These provisions seek to address historical injustices and
uplift marginalized communities, thus contributing to the broader goal of social justice in India.

Part IV of the Indian Constitution comprises the Directive Principles of State Policy, which are
essential components of social justice. While these principles are not enforceable by any court,
they hold significant importance in the governance of the country. It is the duty of the state to apply
these principles in making laws, as stated by Dr. Ambedkar. The intention behind including these
principles is not merely to make pious declarations but to ensure that they become the basis for all
legislative and executive actions in the governance of the country. Thus, Part IV serves as a guiding
framework for promoting social justice and shaping policies for the welfare and development of
all citizens .

Dr. Ambedkar underscored the significance of the Constitutional provisions targeting social
transformation and reconstruction in Indian society, asserting their pivotal role in advancing the
notion of social justice. He stressed that social justice is imperative for nurturing societal cohesion,
stability, and patriotic fervor. In his view, a democracy that sidelines the working class—denying
them access to education, employment opportunities, organizational influence, and intellectual
development—is not authentically democratic but rather a distortion of democracy.

AMBEDKAR’S VISION OF SOCIAL JUSTICE RELATING TO WOMEN

The essence of "Social Justice” lies in the establishment of a just and fair society, with a focus on
uplifting marginalized groups like women, Scheduled Castes, and Scheduled Tribes. It aims to
integrate these communities into mainstream society while preventing the exploitation of weaker
sections. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar devoted his life to advancing the cause of these marginalized groups,
aligning with constitutional principles advocating for social transformation. The preamble,
fundamental rights, and directive principles of the Constitution emphasize the importance of
building a society based on justice, equality, and fraternity, thus upholding human dignity. Dr.
Ambedkar's efforts sparked a social revolution by empowering women, Scheduled Castes, and
Scheduled Tribes, and challenging deep-rooted social norms stemming from the Hindu social
system.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar is widely regarded as a staunch advocate for women's rights, incorporating
extensive provisions in their favour within the Indian Constitution. Dr. Ambedkar envisioned
social justice for women, particularly within the Hindu and Muslim communities, as integral to his
broader efforts of social reform. He was instrumental in drafting the Hindu Code BIll, a
groundbreaking reform aimed at securing gender equality in Hindu personal laws. As India’s first
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Law Minister, he sought to grant Hindu women rights in property, marriage, divorce, adoption,
and guardianship—challenging deeply entrenched patriarchal norms. The bill proposed
monogamy, equal inheritance rights, and legal provisions for maintenance and divorce, which
faced strong opposition from conservative forces. When the bill was stalled in Parliament,
Ambedkar resigned in 1951, viewing it as a denial of justice to women. Despite initial resistance,
its key provisions were later enacted through separate laws, such as the Hindu Marriage Act
(1955) and Hindu Succession Act (1956), fundamentally transforming women's legal rights in
India. Ambedkar’s unwavering commitment to social justice and gender equality remains a
cornerstone of India's legal and feminist movements.

Dr. Ambedkar advocated for the rights of Muslim women, criticizing practices such as purdah that
isolated them and hindered their intellectual and moral development. He contended that this
isolation resulted in narrow perspectives and restricted opportunities for personal advancement.
Dr. Ambedkar's concept of social justice for women centered on dismantling oppressive traditions
and guaranteeing equal rights and opportunities for all women, irrespective of their religious or
cultural affiliations.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's vision of social justice is deeply shaped by his own encounters with
discrimination and marginalization as a member of the Dalit community in India. He firmly
believed that authentic social justice could only be attained by dismantling caste-based prejudices
and by uplifting marginalized groups, including Dalits, women, and other disadvantaged

communities.

At the core of Ambedkar's ideology lies the principle of equality, transcending mere legal rights
to encompass social, economic, and political opportunities. He acknowledged the deep-seated
inequalities perpetuated by centuries of caste-based discrimination in Indian society and advocated
for proactive measures to address these disparities.

Ambedkar underscored the importance of education, economic empowerment, and political
representation as crucial avenues for marginalized communities to break free from the cycle of
poverty and discrimination. He championed affirmative action initiatives like reservations in
educational institutions and government employment to ensure the inclusion and active
involvement of marginalized groups in decision-making processes. Additionally, he emphasized
the necessity of social reform and the promotion of progressive values such as rationality, scientific
inquiry, and human dignity. Ambedkar openly criticized traditional Hindu social norms and
practices, including the caste system and untouchability, which he believed perpetuated inequality
and oppression.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE AS SOCIAL JUSTICE

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar strongly believed that economic justice was essential for achieving social
justice, as caste-based discrimination was deeply rooted in economic disparities. He advocated for
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land redistribution, fair resource allocation, and state-led economic planning to uplift
marginalized groups. As Labour Minister, he implemented progressive labor laws, minimum
wages, and social welfare measures to improve workers' livelihoods. His efforts to introduce
reservations in education and employment aimed to create economic opportunities for Dalits
and backward communities. Rejecting the caste-based occupational structure, he promoted
industrialization, financial inclusion, and cooperative banking to empower the
underprivileged. His vision of a state-regulated economy significantly influenced India's policies,
reinforcing affirmative action and public sector development. By integrating economic justice
with social democracy, Ambedkar laid the groundwork for a more inclusive and equitable
society, a legacy that continues to shape India's progress.

Ambedkar emphasized the crucial role of education, economic empowerment, and political
representation as pathways for marginalized communities to break free from cycles of poverty and
discrimination. He ardently supported affirmative action measures such as reservations in
education and employment to ensure the inclusion and participation of marginalized groups in
decision-making processes. Additionally, he stressed the importance of social reform and the
promotion of progressive values such as rationality, scientific inquiry, and human dignity.
Ambedkar openly condemned traditional Hindu social norms, including the caste system and
untouchability, which he believed sustained inequality and oppression.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's visionary pursuit of social justice stands as a testament to his unwavering

commitment to equality, dignity, and inclusivity in Indian society. Through his tireless advocacy
and multifaceted contributions, he challenged entrenched social norms, fought against caste-based
discrimination, and championed the rights of marginalized communities, particularly Dalits and
women. His enduring legacy as a social revolutionary continues to inspire generations to strive for
a more just, equitable, and inclusive society. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's vision remains a beacon of hope
and inspiration for all those dedicated to the pursuit of social justice and human rights.
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